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01/ START HERE

Welcome, future developer

If you are reading this, you probably sent me a message that sounded
something like: "I want to learn web development but | don't know where to
start.” First of all, well done. Many people think about it for years and never
send that message. You already took the first step.

This guide is the one | wish someone had handed me when | was starting out. It is simple,
honest and practical. There is no fancy language here and no promise that you will be
rich in thirty days. Just a clear picture of what web development is, how to learn it, and
how to turn it into real income.

Read it once from start to finish. Then keep it somewhere close and come back to it every
time you feel lost, because you will feel lost sometimes. That is normal, and | will talk about
it later in this guide.

How to use this guide

Don't try to do everything at once. Pick one step, give it your full attention for a few
weeks, then move to the next. Slow and consistent beats fast and scattered every single
time.

02 /[ THE BASICS

What web development really is

Web development is the work of building websites and web applications. Every site you
visit, from a small restaurant page in Buea to platforms like YouTube, was built by people
who learned the same basics you are about to learn.

Frontend Backend

Everything the user sees and clicks. The engine behind the scenes.

Layouts, colours, buttons, forms and Databases, user accounts, payments and
animations. Built with HTML, CSS and logic. Built with tools like Node.js, PHP or
JavasScript. Python.
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Full stack Web design
Someone comfortable with both frontend Planning how a site looks and feels before
and backend. This is a goal, not a starting it is built. Good developers understand
point. Start with frontend first. design, and it makes your work far more

valuable to clients.

A simple way to remember it: HTML is the skeleton, CSS is the skin and clothes, and
JavasScript is the brain and muscles that make things move.

03 / CHOOSE YOUR ROUTE

Two paths: with code and without
code

Here is something many beginners are never told. You can build professional websites for
paying clients without writing code, and you can also learn to code from scratch. Both
paths are valid. They just lead to slightly different places.

The no code path The code path

Tools like WordPress with Elementor, HTML, CSS, JavaScript and later
Webflow, Framer and Wix let you build frameworks like React. It takes longer, but
beautiful sites visually. You can start you get full control, deeper understanding
earning much faster, and many small and more career options, including jobs
businesses only need this. with tech companies.

My honest advice

Learn both. No code tools help you earn sooner and build confidence with real clients.
Code makes you unstoppable because you can build anything and fix anything. In my
mentorship, | help you decide which one to start with based on your goals.

04 [ STEP BY STEP

Your learning roadmap

Follow these steps in order. The timelines assume about one to two hours of practice
every day. If you have less time, that is fine. Just keep going.
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HTML 1 70 2 WEEKS
Learn how to structure a page: headings, paragraphs, images, links, lists and forms.
This is the easiest part, so don't stay here too long.

CSS 3 70 4 WEEKS
Learn colours, fonts, spacing, Flexbox, Grid and responsive design so your sites look
good on phones. Most people in Africa browse on phones, so this matters a lot.

JavasScript 6 70 8 WEEKS
Make your pages interactive. Learn variables, functions, arrays, the DOM, events and
how to fetch data from an API. This is where it gets challenging, and exciting.

Git and GitHub 1 week
Save your work, track changes and show your projects to the world. Your GitHub
profile becomes part of your CV.

Put your work online A FEw DAYS
Publish your projects for free using Netlify, Vercel or GitHub Pages. A live link you can
send to people is worth more than any certificate.

Level up oncoinG
Pick a framework like React or Next.js, or go deeper into WordPress and Webflow for
client work. Only do this after you are comfortable with JavaScript.

05/ YOUR TOOLKIT

Tools and free resources

You don't need expensive software to start. Aimost everything you need is free.

What to install

VS Code for writing code. It is free and used by professionals everywhere.
Google Chrome and its DevTools, so you can inspect and debug any website.
A GitHub account to store and share your projects.

Figma or Canva for planning simple designs before you build them.

Where to learn for free

freeCodeCamp for structured lessons and certifications.

The Odin Project for a full, project based curriculum.

MDN Web Docs for clear, trusted explanations of HTML, CSS and JavaScript.
W3schools for quick examples when you forget something.

YouTube channels like Traversy Mediag, Kevin Powell and Net Ninja.
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About your laptop

You don't need the most expensive laptop. Something with 8GB of RAM is comfortable,
and 4GB can work for the basics. A phone is fine for reading and watching lessons, but
you will need a computer to really build.

06 / LEARN BY DOING

Build real projects

Watching tutorials feels productive, but you only truly learn when you build something on
your own and get stuck. Here are five beginner projects to aim for:

1. Personal portfolio 2. Local business page

A simple site about you, your skills and Pick a restaurant, salon or shop near you
your projects. Update it as you grow. and design the website they deserve.
3.Todo app 4. Weather app

Add, complete and delete tasks. Perfect Use a free weather API to show live data.
JavasScript practice. Your first taste of real data.

5. Rebuild a site you love 6. Your own idea

Recreate the look of a site you admire. Solve a small problem in your life or

You will learn a lot from copying good community. These make the best
design. portfolio pieces.

07 / THE NEW REALITY

Al and coding: friend or threat?

Almost every beginner asks me this: ‘Bless, is Al going to replace developers?
Is it still worth learning?” My answer is yes, it is absolutely worth learning. But
the way we work has changed.

Tools like ChatGPT, Claude and GitHub Copilot can write code in seconds. What they can't
do is understand your client, make good decisions about what to build, notice when
something is wrong, or take responsibility for the final result. That is your job. The
developers who win today are the ones who understand the fundamentals and use Al to
move faster.
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My rules for learning with Al

+ Useitas atutor, not acrutch. Ask it to explain concepts in simple words, then try the
exercise yourself.

« Never paste code you don’t understand. If you can't explain what it does, ask the Al to
walk you through it line by line.

« Struggle first. Give yourself twenty minutes to solve a problem before asking for help.
That struggle is where learning happens.

+ Useitto debug and review. Paste your error message and ask why it happened, not
just how to fix it.

« Keep building your own judgement. Al is sometimes confidently wrong. Knowing the
basics is how you catch it.

Think of it this way

Al is like a calculator for developers. A calculator didn't replace people who understand
maths. It made them faster. Learn the maths first.

08 / YOUR MINDSET

Imposter syndrome is normal

At some point you will look at other developers online and think, "Everyone is better than
me. | am not smart enough for this. Maybe | should quit." That feeling has a name. It is
called imposter syndrome, and almost every developer | know has felt it, including me.

Here is the truth: experienced developers search basic things on Google every day.
Nobody remembers everything. Being a developer is not about knowing all the answers. It
is about knowing how to find them.

How to handle it

« Compare yourself to who you were last month, not to someone with ten years of
experience.

+ Keep a wins list. Write down every small thing you figure out. Read it on the hard days.

- Share your progress online. You will be surprised how many people are cheering for
you.

« Remember your client's point of view. You don't need to know everything. You just
need to know more than they do and care enough to solve their problem.

« Don'tlearn alone. Having a mentor or community makes the doubt much quieter.

blesskimbi.com | blesskimbilo@gmail.com 6



BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO WEB DEVELOPMENT Bless Kimbi

“Feeling like a beginner doesn't mean you are failing. It means
you are growing.”

09 / TURN SKILLS INTO INCOME

Getting your first client

This is one of my favourite topics. | give talks on it in the tech community | help run,
because it is the moment everything becomes real. You don't need to be an expert to get
your first client. You need to be useful.

+ Startclose to home. Friends, family, your church, your school, the shop down the street.
Many of them have no website at all.

« Show before you ask. Build a quick demo of what their site could look like. People say
yes to what they can see.

« Bevisible. Post your projects on WhatsApp status, TikTok, Instagram and LinkedIn.
People hire who they remember.

- Charge fairly, then raise your prices. Your first projects are about experience and
testimonials.

- Deliver well and ask for referrals. One happy client can bring you three more.

10 / SAVE YOURSELF TIME

Mistakes to avoid

Tutorial hell Learning everything at once
Watching course after course without Jumping between Python, React and
building anything yourself. design in one week. Focus wins.
Skipping the basics Copying without understanding
Rushing to frameworks before you Especially with Al. If you can't explain i,
understand HTML, CSS and JavasScript. you don't own it.

Learning alone Quitting too early

No feedback, no accountability, and it is The first three months are the hardest. It
easier to give up. gets easier, | promise.

blesskimbi.com | blesskimbil0@gmail.com 7



BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO WEB DEVELOPMENT Bless Kimbi

11/ WHO IS BLESS KIMBI

My story

| am Bless Kimbi, a web designer and developer based in Buea, Cameroon.
Like you, | started with curiosity and a lot of questions. There were days |
stared at code that refused to work and asked myself if this was really for
me. | kept going, one small project at a time.

Today | run blesskimbi.com, where | design and build websites for businesses across
Cameroon, Africa and beyond, including clients in the United States. | completed my
bachelor's degree in technology, | share tech content as @blesskimbi on TikTok,
Instagram and YouTube, and | help run a tech community of more than 250 members,
where | speak about how to land your first client.

I am not telling you this to impress you. | am telling you because | want you to know it is
possible from right where you are. You don't need to live in Silicon Valley. You need a
laptop, an internet connection, a clear plan, and someone in your corner who has walked
the road before you.

That is exactly why | started mentoring.

12 / LEARN WITH ME

One on one mentorship

This guide gives you the map. My one on one mentorship gives you a guide
who walks the road with you. It is a paid, personal programme where | teach
you web development directly, at your pace, based on your goals.

You can learn with code, without code, or both

Whether you want to build sites visually with tools like WordPress, Webflow and Framer, or
you want to learn HTML, CSS and JavasScript properly, we will build the path that fits you.
No confusion about what to learn next.
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What you get
A personal roadmap Live one on one sessions
A plan built around your level, your Real time teaching with me. Ask anything,
schedule and what you want to achieve. no question is too basic.
Real projects Feedback on your work
You build actual websites and finish with | review what you build and show you how
a portfolio you are proud to show. professionals would do it.
Smart Al workflow Your first client
How to use Al tools to learn and work Pricing, finding clients, talking to them
faster without becoming dependent on and delivering like a professional.
them.
Why you should apply

« You skip years of confusion. | show you what matters and what to ignore.
« You never feel stuck for long. When you hit a wall, you have someone to ask.
« You stay accountable. Regular sessions keep you moving when motivation drops.

+ You learn from someone local who does this for real. | understand the Cameroonian
and African market, and | also work with international clients.

« You beat imposter syndrome faster because someone believes in you and tells you
the truth about your progress.

« Youlearn to earn, not just to code. The goal is a skill that pays you.

Spots are limited

| keep the number of mentees small so | can give each person real attention. If you are
serious about learning, reach out early.

How to apply

Send me a message or an email with your name, your current level (complete beginner is
perfectly fine), what you want to achieve with web development, and how many hours a
week you can commit. | will reply with the details and we will take it from there.
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Ready to build your
future on the web?

You already have the map. If you want someone to walk the road
with you, message me and let's talk about one on one mentorship.

NAME
Bless Kimbi

EMAIL
blesskimbil0@gmail.com

WEBSITE
blesskimbi.com

SOCIALS
@blesskimbi on TikTok, Instagram & YouTube

Keep building. Keep learning. Your first website is closer than you think.
Bless Kimbi



